
 

Report to Hillhead Sports Club June 2025 

 

I am pleased to present the annual report for the Cricket Section of Hillhead Sports 
Club for the year 2024-25. This report has been prepared by the outgoing president 
James Thornhill and the new president Richard Bond. This has been another year 
of growth and development of cricket at Hillhead. I extend my heartfelt gratitude 
to all the other members of the committee, players, volunteers, and sponsor 
whose dedication and support have contributed over the past 12 months. 

 

The current 2025 cricket season is ongoing and is not scheduled to finish until the 
end of August this year. There have been changes to the leadership team at 
Hillhead Cricket club, James Thornhill stepped down as club president in early 
June 2025 and the vice president Richard Bond has stepped up to the role of 
president for the remainder of the year. Mark Forbes has taken over the captaincy 
of the 2nd team from Sai Kumar. The committee has gained two new members in 
Stephen Rutherford and Keshav Soni, both of which came through the junior 
section at Hillhead Cricket Club and are keen to get more involved in the running 
of the club going forward.   

 

Senior Teams: News & Results 

 

The year 2024-25 brought both challenges and triumphs for our teams. The first XI 
having achieved promotion to the WDCU Premiership 2 for season 2024, struggled 
with the step up. The loss of previous captain Jack Holland who moved to London 
and was the top run scorer in 2023 was heavily felt and coming up against paid 
amateurs and professionals most weeks (Hillhead don’t pay for amateurs or 
professionals) the challenge was too much. The 2nd XI in comparison faired well in 
the Championship two division, finishing 2nd in their division and getting promoted 
to the championship one team. 

One big change for season 2024 was the introduction of a Hillhead Saturday 3rd XI, 
which i am informed is the first time this has happened since the 1990s! The third 
XI competed well in Championship 3, with a restructuring of the championship at 
the end of 2024 are now competing in championship 4. In addition to this we 



continue to have packed mid week T20 schedule and a variety of Sunday friendlies 
to help develop junior players. 

 

Junior Cricket 

 

Following another good preseason of winter nets at the High School of Glasgow the 
Hillhead cricket juniors have had a very positive start to the 2025 season 

Our Wednesday training sessions are frequently attracting 25-35 participants and 
we are fielding 4 league teams at junior level. U16s in conjunction with West of 
Scotland and increasing this season to 3 stand alone team. We also continue with 
our Kwik Cricket team attending Sunday festivals. In terms of results we have been 
very competitive this year with all team competing near the top of their respective 
leagues and U12 Hard Ball and Softball teams being undefeated with a real chance 
of winning their leagues. We entered the U13 Vitality Cup this season and have 
won our first game. We hope to put players forward for regional trails this year and 
are getting good representation in senior sides in both league and development 
games. 

Allstars and Dynamos have again proved popular with 29 participants, 19 Allstars 
and 10 Dynamos. This year we also have a clearer defined pathway for bringing our 
Dynamos into the main group. 

Involvement is improving with parents and senior players stepping into assist and 
we now have 2 more Level 1 coaches this season with 5+ working towards or 
achieved foundation coach status and PVGs. Membership continues to grow with a 
lot of kids hearing about us through their friends, coming down and joining up. The 
community and culture aspect of the section is also on an upward curve with 
fundraising activities for equipment like the roll out wicket going very well.  

 

 

Finances and Fundraising 

Following successful fund raisers last year, the race night, quiz night and the Craig 
Cup Dinner, the club finances remain stable. The current bank balance sits at 
c.£15,000. I would note that there remains outstanding liabilities for the 
repayment of the loan for the TRIMAX.  I would like to note thanks to Bernie 
Mitchell, Phil Murray and of course Richard Bond for their help last year in planning 
and organising the events we held. This year we are looking to expand our 
fundraising efforts, James Lindley-Dawe is doing a sponsored walk up Ben Lomond 
in his full cricket gear and last October James Thornhill and James Lindley-Dawe 
raised c.£500 by completing the great Scottish run.  

The introduction of player sponsorships last year has been a great success and so 
far in 2025 has raised up to £700. The club last year was cash flow positive once 
again. With regards to sponsorship, season 2025 has seen the introduction of a new 



shirt sponsor – JMX Design on a two year deal. We are delighted to have them on 
board and thank them for their support. 

 

Facilities and Equipment 

I would like to make a special note of thanks to Gary Kitchener for his help in 2024 
with the groundswork. The outfield at HCC is looking the best it has in the 10 years 
i have been at the club. New groundsman Andy Carswell has made a promising 
start ensuring that we continue to build on the work done in recent years to 
improve the cricketing facility at Hillhead Sports Club. This year the club has 
invested in a roll out flex wicket to help with training and managing the workload 
on the cricket square. In addition to the bowling machine that was acquired last 
year and the Trimax the year before the club is better equipped today than at any 
other point in the past 10 years. 

During the off season we trained indoors at the High School of Glasgow between 
October and March. This ensured that members are able to play cricket throughout 
the off season, to ensure they still get value for their membership. The off season 
training between season 2024 and 2025 was the most comprehensive in recent 
years.  

 

Membership 

We have seen an increase in the number of members in the cricket section over 
the recent months. Building ties with both Glasgow and Strathclyde University has 
led to an influx of new players. Senior membership is now above 70, a new high for 
the club. More so this represents an increase somewhere in the region of 100% 
compared to pre Covid. We hope to be able to continue to grow HCC. 

 

The future 

As we look ahead, replacement of the porter Cabin remains a priority for the 
cricket section, along with continuing the progress made on the grounds and 
membership. We recognise that there has been a lot of change at the sports club 
in recent months, with new governance structures coming into place and the 
introduction of new sub committees sitting underneath the board. Following on 
from the fall out of the weekend of May 24th where a lack of communication led to 
a delayed start to cricket that week the cricket club committee are keen to work 
with the board of the sports club to ensure that the existing sports that utilise the 
grass areas are able to continue to do so.  

James Thornhill & Richard Bond 

Former and current Chair 

Hillhead Cricket Club 


