
HJRFC President’s  Report 2024-25 

Thanks from me to all the backroom staff especially Andy Scott Senior, Bernie Mitchell, Alan 
Wilson and Philippa Abernethy in particular for their help and commitment to the cause of 
Hills rugby. A special thanks to the coaching staff especially Tonci, Robin and Stephen, along 
with their respective assistants too numerous to mention but you know who you are. I would 
also like to thank all the volunteers who help the club survive from the youngest at 18 to 
oldest at 80. 

Next season will have a different look to the committee with some new faces but I feel it is 
time for a new approach to take over the reins. A special mention of course to Bernie Mitchell 
who has put in a huge commitment in to Hills, with 50 years of service. The club will continue 
long after us and hopefully thrive within our ever changing society. 

Youth and junior rugby continues to grow, with HJRFC being the only Scottish team 
represented in Marseille again The schools’ players are really starting to shine in the senior 
teams. Who would have imagined a 17 year old in a senior cup final receiving such praise 
from the match commentary team. 

Looking forward to 2026 the rugby committee will have to work even harder than ever in to 
improve the Hills experience at the club next season, so they really need your help from the 
most mundane chore to raising huge amounts of money. The section is becoming 
increasingly put upon by the rise in transport, food, equipment and other costs to be able to 
fulfil our commitment to fielding teams in the various leagues and we are mindful that we 
must run a tighter budget. We hope that with new blood and fresh ideas we can improve the 
finances next year. 

The addition of Glasgow University Men’s Colts to our ranks is still progressing and we look 
forward to more collaborative rugby and social events with them. 

I would also like to thank all our representative players to be their best but never forgot we are 
‘HTID’ 

Lastly the highlight of the year was definitely the cup finals day, a logistical nightmare, 
stressful, but for the men a glorious way to end the season. Personally I was so envious of the 
players as I never got near a final in the 36 years of rugby I have played for Hills but so 
delighted to be the president that lifted the cup. Let’s hope for more nights a Hughenden like 
that one. 

Thank you all again for you support and long live the Hills. 

 Gary Kitchener 

President HJRFC 

 


